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Kerning is the tightening/loosening of space between letters to create a visually 
appealing flow to the text. Letter combinations, such as WA, MW and TA, are 
routinely kerned for better appearance, but all letter combinations should be 
examined, particularly when typefaces are scaled to large sizes.

Tracking refers to the letterspacing of an entire word, kerning refers to the 
adjustment of space between two specific characters, thus the term kerning pair. 
Most often, kerning implies a reduction of space, but it can also mean the addition 
of space. Kern pairs are created to improve the spacing between two letters when 
the normal spacing is less than ideal. A perfect example is the spacing between 
a cap ‘A’ and ‘V.’ Typically, both ‘A’ and ‘V’ would be set so the terminals of their 
diagonal strokes nearly touch the vertical stroke in the adjacent letter, like an ‘H.’ 
When a ‘A’ and ‘V’ are set next to each other, however, the spacing looks too open. 
Kerning adjusts the spacing to be optically correct. Most fonts have between two 
hundred and five hundred built-in kern pairs. A high-quality font may have over a 
thousand kern pairs. 

Brief
Kern the list of 20 words to the right on 11 in. x 8.5in. sheets of white paper, 
landscape format, one word per sheet, centered vertically and (optically) 
horizontally. Kern each two ways (1) all lowercase, (2) all uppercase. For proper 
nouns/names when setting lowercase please be mindful of using correct grammer 
(“Franz”, not “franz”). Print them all out on a black and white laser printer for  
next class.

Read
Lupton, Text Chapter
Bringhurst, refer to chapters 1-5, esp. the bits about kerning
Kerning Game
http://type.method.ac

[your full name]

Matterhorn

Avalanche

Havana

Wombat

Shiver Me Timbers!

Franz Kafka

Nonplussed 

Halfbreed

Disestablishmentarianism

Eames

Xylophone

Basketball

Quorum

Mnemonics

Days

Hors d’oeuvres

Transmogrification

Microphone

[your choice]

Kern ‘n’ burn


